THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


M»J 


The Brethren Evangelist 

PtTBLtBHKB WEEKLY AT 


ABHLAMD. OHIO. 


1LTIHI.I 

«. riaiw*. ( 


e» Cap? aaaa 
*>■* tapy at* 

Baud Money by Kxpreat, Poaial Hon*; 
Order, Dnft,iH tt«|i*tered Letter, payatala 
le tbe order of A. L.Garber. One and t-otnt 
■tamp* wilt be accepted for uu antler one 
dollar only ; we much prefer Foetal Note* 
bat both ere at Uw liak of the 



aloe the date printed on roar paper 
with your name, and wben yon time !■ ont 
A liiaji ar the dale le a 
■I rwclpi •» awnaerlpllaat, 
nod If tbe data t* not cbaaged In two week* 
after pay meat \m made, notify tu of lb* error. 

TMB ■ tETWBSW rratHCVtU, 
ASH L4H B, aehtaeifl «... OH ■« 


4NHLAND, 0., May 11, 1887. 


The Convention. 

The Convention it receiving ■ 
little attention at last, bat it does 
not yet appear whether mauls 
preparation will be made for it. 
Those who have ventured to say 
anything, lead oat in such a cold, 
olttramy and God-forsaken way 
that it almost sends a chill to the 
bone, and as though we were a 
set of moral cowards, actuated by 
no higher motive than policy 
and maintaining no higher stand- 
ing than an e celestas tieal mob. 
There needs to be no forecasting 
of the work of a convention. 
Every brother who is at all inter 
eeted, should go to work and do 
the work ol the convention — in 
his own mind — and then tell tbe 
Brotherhood how he did it. 
When a mechanic proposes to 
make a piece of machinery, he 
always builds it in his mind first. 
When a carpenter proposes to 
put up a house, he always builds 
it in his mind first. When the 
mighty general is to fight a battle, 
he fights it in his mind first, 
makes hia charges here, falls 
back there, routs the left wing of 
the enemy, and then concentrates 
upon the right, wheels the caval- 
ry and fires with the cannon. 
Then wben he goes into the con- 
test, be is repeating what he is 
familiar with. 

This is the way the brethren 
should do about this convention 
matter. Do not talk about fore- 
casting, but go to work and do 
it. Let every one do this. If 
they have an ally, then move-for- 
ward with him ; if an opponent 
upon any good measure, then 
disenss the question with him — 
beat him if you can. Lot your 
plans be complete, if you desire, 
take the vote and decide it for 
yourself or against yourself, 
whichever will be enjoyed the 
most. 

Do the work of the convention 
on paper and in your mind, and 
when it is done, then submit it. It 
it is good and it agrees with the 
work of the same character that 
others have done, then it will 
show that the same superintend- 
ing divinity is over both. This 
is tbe way the Bible was made. 
Paul would have been a failnre 
in making the whole Bible; 
Peter could not have performed 
such a work ; Job would have 
been a poor man to write the 
prophecies of Isaiah, and Jonas 
was unfit to write the Pentateuch. 
It required thirty or forty men 
to write the Bible, and the au- 
thors lived hundreds ot years 
apart, and yet when their work 
was brought together, it agreed 
perfectly and plainly shows that 
one Superintending 1'ower actu- 
ated throng boat. 


We want this same Superin- 
tending Power to actuate in the 
work of this convention. Bnt 
He will not do it unless we do 
something. We may not do it 
all right, each one ot us, but 
there is a probability that each 
one would do some part right. 
The Apostle Paul wrote the epis- 
tles to the Corinthians, but he 
did net get one so that it pleased 
God and it was destroyed ; bnt 
fourteen of his epistles were all 
right, and they became holy 
scriptures. Paul did not get 
mad because this epistle was de- 
stroyed. 

Now is the time to do this 
w:>rk. Holsinger, in South Bend, 
should do the work of the Con- 
vention, and when he gets it 
done we will all take pleasure in 
looking at it, to see whether it is 
good. 

Ban man should do the work 
of the convention and we will 
gladly look at it when it is com- 
pleted, to see what sort of a 
thing can come from that land. 

Wempler, in Pennsylvania, is 
a man who has a son! in him 
thtt the angels love, and we 
would be glad to see a convention 
complete from his hands. Then 
here is Gnagy, Stirling, Bashor , 
Swihart, Shaver, Liven good, 
Beer, Ridenour and McFaden 
and many others whom we 
have not time to mention now, 
who should hold a convention 
and bring around the results and 
pnt them on exhibition. 

Out of these numerous conven- 
tions, the Spirit of God, if we 
are Christ's children, will enable 
na to choose one, holy, magnifi- 
cent convention, that will be 
glory to God and a beacon light 
with wonderful power to shine 
into sin-darkened hearts. 

Let us quit whining about a 
convention and go to work like 
men. 


"My Little Children," 
This is the endearing term by 
which the beloved Disciple ad- 
dresses the churches. "My little 
children." expresses a great deal. 
It expresses fatherhood in the 
speaker. John the apostle, had 
the oversight of churches in Asia 
Minor, and records outside of 
tbe Hew Testament, testify to 
the loving disposition of this 
man. He was a father indeed, 
not only in things that belonged 
to grace and salvation, bat even 
as a provider for temporal wants. 
He was a true follower of the 
true Shepherd, and his life was 
spent for tbe welfare of the 
sheep. 

Fatherhood implies much. It 
is an obligation that requires a 
watchful care that no harm be- 
falls the family, and that the 
children are supplied with what 
they need. It also implies a 
constant and undying love for 
the children. This is what the 
pastor should possess for those 
who have intrusted 'themselves 
to his care. The prodigal, 
weighed down by the load of 
sin, seeks a protector and a 
helper— a father who will direct 
them, love them and do tor them 
in spiritual things. He comes 
to the church for rest and com- 
fort. He is truly a child. The 
Bible recognises such as child- 
ren and St. John addresses such 
as "little children.'' Do not 
forget that he says "little" child- 
ren. This is the dictate of a 
heart overflowing with love. 
Tbe father and the mother, when 
tbey call their own dear ones, 
in this way, feel the promptings 
of love. These are the prompt- 


ings that should possess the soul 
of every pastor. He assumes to 
be a spiritual guide, and aa love 
is the oementing bond of tbe 
Christian family, he should 
possess it in a strong degree. 
The pastor who feels in his heart, 
"My little children," will be an 
honor to God and to all that ia 
good. It means that he is con- 
cerned about hia members, that 
he haa a burning desire to see 
them happy in the Lord ; and he 
is not if they are not. He loves 
them, and love begets love. 

Truly has the apostle said, he 
that desires the office of a bishop 
desires a good work. Its re- 
sponsibilities are 'great, but the 
work is a most holy one, and he 
who safely leads a flock through 
the barrens of this world shall 
have merited an exceeding weight 
of glory. 

"My little children" also pre- 
supposes a degree of helplessness 
and innocency in the persons 
addressed. We are all children 
and need the sympathy and en- 
couragement of others. The 
soul that lives alone is a waste 
that the world would be better 
without; and amidst the mis- 
fortunes, temptations and trials 
that mast be encountered, how de 
sirable it is to have a man, walk- 
ing in the beauties of holiness, 
to look upon us and say, "My 
little children." We are help- 
less too. We need tbe help ot 
pastor and brethren. We should 
speak comforting words to one 
another, and love as members of 
a family should. If we are little 
children, we are alike in station, 
and alike merit esteem and honor, 
if we are obedient. 


Chance. 

It is not very strange, in view 
of all that observation and ex- 
perience teaches us, that men 
should recognize the importance 
of the element of chance in the 
affairs of life. Neither is it 
wrong — if only there be a right 
understanding of tbe term 
chance ; but is this understand- 
ing a common one? Solomon 
says, aa. a result of all his wise 
seeing and thinking: "I return- 
ed and saw under the son, that 
the race is not to the swift, nor 
the battle to the strong, neither 
yet bread to the wise, nor yet 
riches to men ot understanding, 
nor yet favor to men of skill; 
but time and chance happeaeth 
to them all." A popular para- 
phrase ot that declaration would 
be : "After all, luck has a great 
deal more to do with success in 
life, than either solid sense or 
downright merit." Is that a fair 
putting of the preacher's view ? 

A chance is that which falls, 
which befalls, which happens, 
which comes without an im- 
mediate recognizable cause. 
The etymology of tbe word is 
tbe same as that of accident. If 
the word be used as indicating a 
possibility of occurrences beyond 
all human foresight, it is right 
to employ it concerning every 
plan ot life. Napoleon as a 
military chieftain declared, that 
in every great battle there is a 
time when the best laid plans of 
the greatest commander are of 
no avail in comparison with un- 
locked for circumstances and 
unforeseen forces which are the 
happenings of the hoar. Bat all 
this leaves tbe question open, 
Wbencq do these things fall? 
How happens it that they hap- 
pen? That which tails must 
have bad a starting place, and a 
starting cause. Even Voltaire 


declared; "Chance is a word 
void of sense ; nothing can exist 
without a cause." Chance aa a 
happening is a great reality. 
Chance at causeless lack, it an 
adsurdity — or worse. 

Men recognize the tact that it 
chances, or happens, or so comes 
about, that only a small percent- 
age ot those who venture into 
mercantile pursuits wholly avoid 
failure; so when they set 
out in business, they- say that 
they "must take tbe chances." 
j So, also, they say and feel with 
reference to railway or ocean 
travel, and to the risks of ac- 
cident and disease in (he ordi- 
nary routine of life. Now so tar 
as this counting ot the chances 
it a deliberate looking at the 
probabilities of the future, in 
view of the ordinary workings 
of the affairs of this world, it is 
a matter of commendable pru- 
dence. But men are inclined to 
go further than this. They are 
prone to have in mind a thought 
of personal luck; of some good 
that may come to them, aa quite 
apart from any ordinary rale 
and at in no way dependant on 
either their skill or their deserts. 
That idea it is which prompts 
men to take their chances in wild 
speculations and in gambling en- 
terprises. 

He who recognizes the tact that 
God superintends and controls 
all the events ot life, realizes that 
all chance and happening and 
accident are subject to laws that 
are put and kept in force by the 
great Creator. Solomon says: 
"The lot is oast into the lap ; bnt 
the whole disposing thereof it of 
the Lord," And lest it should 
be thought that it is only in the 
disposition of larger and more 
important matters that the Lord 
condescends to have a part, a 
greater than Solomon adds ! 
"Are not two sparrows sold for 
a farthing ? and not one of them 
shall fall [chance or drop] on the 
ground without your Father." 
In this light it is that every 
chance or accident, is a part of 
the great law or purpose ot God. 

To this day, in the East, tbe 
casting of the lot into the lap is 
the approved made of ascertain- 
ing the decision of the Lord con- 
cerning any matter of difference, 
tor the idea of God's superin- 
tending providence in things 
large and small is of universal 
prevalence among Orientals. 
When noisy and violent discus- 
sion has failed to bring an agree- 
ment on any disputed point, the 
excited Arabs will squat on the 
ground together, and will oast 
the lot into their laps, by the use 
ot rnde dice or of marked peb- 
bles, accepting the decision as 
the voice of God. Nor is this 
practice entirely unknown in 
Christian countries ot the West, 
An amicable division ot property, 
where both parties are desirous 
of that which ia right and fair, 
it often arrived at by lot in one 
form or another ; and thit with 
the feeling that the decision is 
thus referred to the Lord. This 
was orginally the underlying 
idea of all personal combats, 
such at that ol David and 
Goliath; of which the modern 
duel is the sin-filled burlesque. 
And again, thit it tbe basis of 
argument for any appeal by two 
nations to the arbitrament of 
battle. 

If this idea of chance and lot, 
in which we would recognize 
the decision of the Lord, how 
different would matters be 1 In 
the risks of business, in the dan- 


gen of travel. In the perils oi 
disease, in the possibilities of 
gain, the question would be, 
What does God plan for me ? , 

New here comet the chief ob- 
jection to ail games of chance. 
It can hardly be said, on the on* 
hand, that tbe shuffling of cards 
or tbe rattling of dice in the 
gambling-room, or elsewhere, it 
intended or can be cent trued, a 
reverent appeal to God tor his 
decition. Therefore we are met 
by objections on both bandt. In 
the first place we are inclined to 
allow our ideas of the supervision 
of God to rnn into the supersti- 
tious which entirely unfits man 
for tbe dutiea of lite. He will 
abstain from thit or that under 
the impreuion that he does not 
know what the Lord's will is ; 
and then on the other hand will 
perform some unjust act, and 
claim the Lord directed it ; and 
all this from soma mistaken 
token of the Lord's approval. 
This is superstition. 

Then in the other extreme, 
men will only feed one of the 
most vicious and sinful paseions 
that ever stirred tbe heart of 
man. The actual matter ia this, 
accident is merely an unlooked- 
for occurrence. And at to these 
happenings, they are merely the 
result of great laws that God hat 
put into existence. When a man 
accidentally burnt himself, it it 
because he has suddenly come 
into too close contact with fire. 

The law of fire and burning ia 
of God's making. The occurrence 
may be unloosed for, therefore 
an accident. Man is the free 
agent, and the occurrence is 
brought on by himself whether 
intentional or unintentional, 
looked tor or unlocked tor. Ac- 
cording to some of the theology 
of the present day, God would 
have to take tbe responsibility ' 
and blame of many tbingt that 
are cruel, ridiculous and unjust. 
God made laws, a violation of 
which will bring about certain 
results. And therefore let us not 
blame God for happenings that 
are entirely our own making. 
Therefore the conclusion of the 
whole matter ia that tbe great 
law ot God is tbe starting part "\ 
the one great cause of all that we 
call chance. 


Items of Interest. 

We are now comfortably set- 
tled in our new home at Ashland. 
We occupy the house that waa 
once the home of Bro. Holainger. 
We have many good friends at 
Ashland, and we had always a 
soft place in our hearts for the 
place in which we had spent the 
happiest days of onr life, there- 
fore we are glad again to call it 
home. 

We have received much kind- 
ness from our dear friends in tbe 
"Valley"— a kindness that we 
are sure we will never be able 
to repay — and we leave them 
with much regret. Bnt aa it 
waa impossible to make onr 
home there under present cir- 
cumstances, and we could not 
stand to be separated from the 
children, so we had to comprom- 
ise on Ashland. 

We go down every week to 
the "Valley" to attend to onr 
appointments. Tbe distance, 
about 160 miles, is great, yet we 
are willing to pnt up with the 
inconvenience and expense lor 
the pleasure of having our little 
family together. 

The kindness that tbe breth- 
ren and sisters of Farmeraville 
and Winchester showed toward 


